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HON PHILLIP GEORGE PENDAL 

Condolence Motion 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee — Premier) [2.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Hon Phillip George Pendal and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

Hon Phillip George Pendal was born on 4 February 1947 in Bunbury, the son of Algar Harold Pendal and Marie 
Julia Buswell. He was married to Maxine Mayhofer on 23 August 1969 at Our Lady Help of Christians Church 
in East Victoria Park. 

Phil was educated at Marist Brothers College, Bunbury; Xavier College, East Victoria Park; and Perth Technical 
College. He did clerical work for the Olympic Tyre and Rubber Company in 1962 and 1963. He then worked as 
a bank clerk with the Commonwealth Banking Corporation from 1963 until 1966, and as a journalist with the 
South Western Times, the Manjimup-Bridgetown Times and the Daily News until 1975. Phil was assistant press 
secretary to Premier Sir Charles Court from 1975 until 1977 and press secretary to the Minister for Labour and 
Industry from 1977 until 1980.  

Hon Phillip Pendal entered Parliament on 22 May 1980 as a member for the South-East Metropolitan Province in 
the Legislative Council. He remained a member of the Legislative Council until 14 January 1993, and was 
elected as member for South Perth in this place on 6 February 1993. From 1983 until 1993 Phil was the 
opposition shadow minister for a number of portfolios, including lands and surveys; tourism; arts; the America’s 
Cup; multicultural and ethnic affairs; sport and recreation; the family, the elderly and retired; and the 
environment. In this house, Phil Pendal was a member of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review 
Committee and Chairman of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Intergovernmental 
Agreements, the Select Committee on Ancient Shipwrecks and the Select Committee on Heritage Laws. He was 
also a member of the Parliamentary History Advisory Committee and served as vice-chairman of that committee 
from 2001. 

Phil Pendal resigned from the Liberal Party in 1995 and became an Independent, subsequently winning the seat 
of South Perth at the 1996 and 2001 elections. Phil spent many years of his life serving Western Australia and he 
will be remembered for that service. He was a passionate and an eloquent member of not only the Legislative 
Assembly, but also the other house. He was a strong advocate always for his electorate and a most likeable and 
popular figure in and around Parliament. 

Mr Speaker, I am sure that I speak for every member when I say that his death was a great shock to us all. On 
behalf of all members of this house, I extend deepest sympathy to Hon Phillip Pendal’s wife, Maxine, and his 
children, Sasha, Simon and Narisha, and their families, who are with us today in the public gallery. 

MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse — Leader of the Opposition) [2.04 pm]: I offer the opposition’s support to the 
Premier’s condolence motion for Hon Phillip Pendal. Phillip Pendal was a kind human being who showed us that 
being a great parliamentarian did not necessarily involve holding ministerial office. As we all know, he was 
dedicated to the South Perth community, which he represented for some 25 years in both houses of this 
Parliament. He upheld his strong ethical and political beliefs without rancour. Phillip Pendal cared deeply about 
people, both as a family man and as a friend to so many; he was committed to maintaining and enhancing the 
legislative role of the Parliament; and he possessed a human and lively sense of humour.  

Born in Bunbury in 1947 to a mixed legacy of Liberal and Labor politics and the Roman Catholic and Anglican 
faiths, from an early age Phillip Pendal was both a Catholic and a Liberal. Phillip, the son of Algar Harold and 
Marie Pendal, nee Buswell, was the great, great grandson of Joseph Buswell, a convict born in Brackley, 
Northamptonshire, in 1819. Joseph arrived in Western Australia aboard the Stag on 25 May 1855 and travelled 
soon after to Bunbury, where he was to spend the remaining 36 years of his life. 

All who knew Phillip appreciated his rich love of all things historic and knew how proud he was of his direct 
links to Western Australia’s convict past. He was particularly proud of the role played by Joseph Buswell in the 
escape of Irish Fenian John Boyle O’Reilly from incarceration. This pride ultimately culminated in the 1997 
publication of the book by Phillip titled Leave Granted, the story of Joseph Buswell’s tribulations and triumphs.  
Mr Speaker, on a personal note, I am a proud member of that convict family, albeit my links were severed 
following the loss of my father when I was only eight years old. In recent years, Phillip played a great role in 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 10 June 2008] 

 p3593b-3610a 
Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Tom Stephens; Dr Elizabeth Constable; Mr John 

McGrath; Mr John Bowler; Mr Colin Barnett; Mrs Michelle Roberts; Mr Max Trenorden; Mr Paul Andrews; Ms 
Sheila McHale; Mr John Day; Ms Dianne Guise; Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Ben Wyatt; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr 

Martin Whitely; Ms Alannah MacTiernan; Mr Mark McGowan; Dr Kim Hames; Ms Jaye Radisich; Mr Bob 
Kucera; Ms Sue Walker; Speaker 

 [2] 

helping me build bridges back to my past and to my history as the proud grandson of a grandson of the same 
convict.  
After leaving school, Phillip worked for Olympic Tyres, and was then posted to Boulder in the service of the 
Commonwealth Bank. In 1965 he won a journalism cadetship and his talent for words was soon to develop. 
After initially working in Bunbury and Manjimup for the South Western Times group, he was transferred to Perth 
in 1969 and then became the Daily News political roundsman in 1970.  
During these same years, from 1964 to 1966, he was a state executive member of the Young Christian Workers, 
and he became a member of the Knights of the Southern Cross in 1968. Phillip had a deep attachment to his faith 
and sought to live by its principles. He did so in a way that was neither censorious nor dogmatic, and he showed 
respect and understanding for people’s different viewpoints. Just prior to his death in 2005, Pope John Paul II 
awarded Phillip the honour of the Cross for the Church and the Pontiff, and last Tuesday Archbishop Hickey 
paid tribute to Phillip’s upholding of his faith.  

A growing commitment to Liberal politics led Phillip Pendal to an appointment as assistant press secretary to Sir 
Charles Court in 1975. In 1977 he became the press secretary first to Bill Grayden and then to Ray O’Connor, as 
successive ministers for labour and industry. In 1976, at the age of 29, he unsuccessfully sought the Liberal 
nomination for the seat of Clontarf. Three years later his talent and record of hard work won him the rare 
distinction of an unopposed nomination for the Legislative Council seat of South-East Metropolitan Province.  

Phillip Pendal’s electoral achievements and parliamentary service of 13 years in the Legislative Council have 
been recognised by a motion in that chamber. We should note that throughout his time as a member for different 
electorates, he continued to represent the City of South Perth. He thus became the logical candidate to stand for 
the Liberal Party in South Perth when Hon Bill Grayden announced his retirement for the 1993 election. At that 
election his principal opponent was an Independent candidate, with no candidate endorsed by the Australian 
Labor Party—a situation that can create a potential electoral challenge. Nonetheless, Phillip Pendal was warmly 
supported by the South Perth electors with an absolute majority of over 3 000 votes and a final margin of nearly 
5 000 votes. As an Independent in each of the two subsequent elections, he led the poll on primary votes and 
continued to enjoy final margins exceeding 5 000 votes.  

Phillip Pendal’s stewardship of his electorate—attending to both the concerns of individuals and the local issues 
of South Perth—went a long way beyond what might be expected of a conscientious member of Parliament. He 
was made a Freeman of the City of South Perth in 2006 and at his funeral last week was described as its 
unofficial mayor. His historical research and writing included the histories of the South Perth Catholic 
community and the South Perth Community Hospital, of which he was a board member. He was the foundation 
chairman of the South Perth Historical Society and the driving force to establish the May Gibbs Trust with a 
museum to house a valuable collection of paintings by that famous one-time resident of South Perth and her 
father. These community concerns were paralleled by his contribution to Parliament. From 1986 to 1993 he was 
a leading member of the opposition, fighting hard for the royal commission into WA Inc and developing very 
strong and credible environmental policies. He had the vision to see that Western Australia had to focus on the 
international community bordering the Indian Ocean, particularly the trading potential of India. This initiative 
was to be pursued by the Court coalition government after 1993.  

Following his contribution to the committee system of the Legislative Council, Phillip Pendal worked 
assiduously as a member of this house for the fullest scrutiny of legislation as a check on the careless or 
improper initiatives of government. Significantly, he was chairman of the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Intergovernmental Agreements from 1994 to 1996. He could be relied upon for intelligent, 
penetrating contributions to the committee stage of bills. Early in his parliamentary career Phillip Pendal stood 
up for a longstanding principle in 1984 by voting to end the death penalty in Western Australia. In 1998, when 
for several weeks this house functioned as a virtual chamber of independence when discussing the question of 
abortion, he acted to convene a group of like-minded members whose numbers rose from seven to 25. In a 
forceful but measured contribution, he put the pro-life position every step of the way and managed to persuade 
colleagues to accept amendments that initially had been rejected. He was later to say, “We lost the vote 
comprehensively but for the first time in a generation, pro-life and anti-abortion issues were put before the 
Parliament and the people.”  
Phillip Pendal’s estrangement from the Liberal Party after 1995 is a matter of great regret but he continued to 
uphold a strong Liberal philosophy, especially with regard to federalism. He understood the necessity of the 
devolution of power and was an outspoken opponent of creeping centralism, having been a Western Australian 
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delegate to the conventions of the 1980s. Thanks to his generous nature, he treated former colleagues in the 
Parliament and in the Liberal organisation with generosity, courtesy and goodwill. His attendance at a major 
function for the current member for South Perth during the 2005 election campaign was deeply appreciated by so 
many Liberal Party members.  

He was a most appropriate member of the Parliamentary History Advisory Committee from 1984, serving as its 
vice-chairman after 2001. His carefully researched and highly readable contributions to House to House and 
Parliament: Mirror of the People?—written in collaboration with David Black and Harry Phillips—are valuable 
public records that also do justice to individuals whose lives had languished sometimes in obscurity. 

Among the many death notices for Phillip Pendal in The West Australian was one from Helen Newton of 
Mingenew. It reads as follows — 

Thank you Phillip for bringing alive the memory of Flight Lieutenant John Verdun Newton, MLA for 
Greenough 1943. Your passion and inspiration will never be forgotten. 

Little had previously been written of the personal qualities of this former member of Parliament, who was killed 
on war service with the Royal Australian Air Force shortly after his election. The description of John Newton in 
Parliament: Mirror of the People? demonstrates not only Phillip Pendal’s historical keenness, but also his 
humanity and compassion. He had much to give as a historian, and Parliament has now suffered a real loss. 

We were properly reminded at Phillip’s funeral that, above all else, he was a dedicated and loving family man. 
From his marriage in 1969 to Maxine, he had a strong and devoted partnership. He was deeply proud of his three 
children, Sasha, Simon and Narisha, and in recent years of being a grandfather. We extend to each of them our 
profound sympathy, and we thank them for the time that he was able to give to politics and to our community. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [2.16 pm]: I rise on behalf of the 
National Party to support this motion. I congratulate the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition for their fine 
words. On behalf of the Nationals, I offer our sincere condolences to Phillip Pendal’s family. We in the 
Nationals remember Phil as a fair-minded parliamentarian and a terrific person who gave much to the institution 
of the Western Australian Parliament and to the community generally. 

Phillip Pendal’s career as a public identity really began when he became a journalist for the South Western Times 
group in Bunbury back in the 1960s. He excelled in his chosen career, and his experiences in covering events in 
country communities, including local government, exposed him to the need for and the importance of leadership 
at a local level. He was always diligent and committed to the ideals of a fair go, and I am sure that that is what 
eventually led Phillip into politics. 

When he first entered politics, Phillip used to run the eminent Australians forum, bringing to Western Australia 
many of the nation’s captains of industry to provide Western Australians with the opportunity to listen to people 
of vision, such as Sir Arvi Parbo, the driving force behind Western Mining Corporation. Phil brought great 
intellect to the Parliament, and he really was a statesman-like figure. 

When I first entered Parliament in 2001, Phil was extremely helpful to me, giving sound advice on and support 
for the processes of this house. I know that he was helpful in a similar way to many others in this place. We who 
sat with him in this area of the house also enjoyed his humour. Some members have already spoken about his 
great ability with words. I for one certainly appreciated his accurate explanation to me of words used in this 
place that I did not understand. 

Once again, our sincere thoughts and sympathies go to Phil’s family. We will certainly miss him greatly. 

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Central Kimberley-Pilbara) [2.18 pm]: To Maxine, Sasha, Simon and Narisha, and to 
Oscar and Mayr, I extend profound sympathy indeed upon the death of Phillip Pendal, a great family man. He 
was a community man, a statesman and a churchman, but essentially he was his own man. 

When I first arrived in the Legislative Council in 1982, I found in Phillip someone who I considered then, and 
for a very long time afterwards, to be one of the most stubborn, I am tempted to say pig-headed, formidable and 
infuriating political opponents. Over the years I learnt something probably about myself in that journey of 
friendship with him. Some of those things about him were true. However, there were others. He was a 
wonderful, principled ally, he was a true parliamentary colleague and he was a loyal and trusted friend. Phillip 
asserted his personal moral conviction most notably for me in support of the legislation to abolish the death 
penalty in 1984 when he crossed the floor and joined what was then a slender, largely Labor, majority in the 
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Legislative Council. I remember at the time envying Phillip because he had at least the opportunity to speak. We 
on our side of the chamber had been told by the minister handling the bill, the Attorney General, to put our 
speeches away, the numbers voting in favour of the bill were assured and there was nothing the government 
would do to risk that bill; Phillip had cemented its prospect of passage. 

It was in the bioethical debates of the 1990s in this Parliament and more widely in the community and the media 
that Phillip displayed some of the most skilful and intelligent leadership that I have seen on display in this place, 
stitching together some very fragile alliances wherever they were possible. They were all aimed at minimising 
harm and maximising the opportunity to protect and maintain legal frameworks that would be in the best 
interests of the community as he and others who joined him in that exercise saw it. 

Phillip recently reminded me that I was not always an admirer of his parliamentary contributions. One such 
occasion about which he reminded me was when he was in full flight in the Legislative Council with a full-
throated attack on Joe Berinson, the then Attorney General. I saw Joe in Fremantle last week at the graveyard 
burial at Phillip’s funeral. As Phillip retold the story, “He drew just a short breath—when I slipped in with a 
quick and annoying interjection—to ask, ‘Mr Pendal, have you ever considered taking up bungy jumping 
without the rope?’” Phillip said that he was completely put off his game. I saw nothing but composure. He did 
not miss a beat and he pressed on with his contribution to the chamber. Beyond parliamentary politics, Phillip 
took great delight in extracting from very many of us our particular insights into the history of the times, the 
people, the places and the institutions that make up Western Australia. In doing this, he displayed great openness 
to the observations of others who brought different perspectives and experiences to his own. 

Maxine commented to me just last week that Phillip had enjoyed much of his parliamentary career; but even 
more enjoyment and satisfaction seemed to have come his way when he was fortunate enough to have been 
commissioned to write and complete a history of Catholic education in Western Australia. 

Phillip was one of those people—perhaps there are many of us like him—who enjoyed having the last word! As 
in life, so in death Phillip will have the last word following the eulogies, the sermons and the words that will be 
embedded in this condolence motion in Hansard, as Phillip will have his thoughts on Catholic education 
published and launched in September this year posthumously in his completed work. 

Phillip’s love of, pride in and devotion to his wife, Maxine, and their children, and grandchildren Oscar and 
Mayr, were evident and tangible. At South Perth St Columba Church last week the principal celebrant at the 
thanksgiving mass to celebrate Phillip’s life, Father Kevin Long, reminded us all of the family pain and 
disorientation that has come with Phillip’s sudden and unexpected death. Alongside the vast and extended family 
network that gathered there at St Columba Church were very many people—community members from South 
Perth and beyond; priests and nuns galore; many past and present members of the state and federal Parliaments; 
ministers; the Premier who joined us later at the burial; the Leader of the Opposition; the Governor; the 
Archbishop; the Assistant Bishop; the Vicar General; and the parish priest of the church. I think I am right in 
saying that the old priest who was there with his walking frame was the priest who married Phillip and Maxine 
years ago. It was an extraordinary funeral gathering by any standard, and it was extraordinary to see such a 
collection of people gathered in one place for a parliamentarian such as Phillip. I will quote briefly from Father 
Kevin Long’s sermon for Phillip’s requiem mass; I guess I am returning a favour. According to my notes, he 
said — 

No-one could doubt Phillip’s complete and utter devotion to Maxine . . . Their deepest joy revolved 
around their friendship for and with each other . . . Phillip’s health was indeed always threatening and 
his parliamentary life made many extraordinary demands upon Maxine and the family. There was 
nothing artificial or cloying about their love. It was the real thing. It was a love purified and refined in 
love’s furnace. 

I have been lucky enough in recent years when I have been in Perth to join Maxine and Phillip at the chapel of St 
Thomas More College at the University of Western Australia for Sunday mass. I took great delight in standing 
with Phillip—on the opposite side of the chapel—under the stained-glass gaze of St Thomas More, who served 
as a model to Phillip because of his patronage and style as a statesman who took so importantly the role of his 
conscience in his life. It was indisputably Phillip’s unflinching defence of human life in Parliament that led to his 
being awarded the Croce pro Ecclesia et Pontifice by Pope John Paul II. Phillip loved history and tradition, and 
he took great delight in inviting me and a few of his friends to join him at the ceremony at which he received this 
papal honour. I quote again from Father Long’s sermon. He said — 
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In living his Catholic faith, however, Phillip was neither bigoted nor sectarian. He had married a good 
Anglican girl after all! 

I also quote Phillip — 

I was always able to remember that Jesus told us to preach the gospel to every creature, but did not tell 
us to belt the tripe out of them until they agree with us! 

Those fortunate enough to have heard the eulogy delivered by Phillip’s son, Simon, at the requiem mass last 
week would have heard words and poetry good enough to have found a place in the next anthology of great 
Australian eulogies. I will paraphrase from the last anthology, Great Australian Eulogies, a eulogy of similar 
resonance delivered by Matt Laffan at the funeral of his friend Robbie Jarvis. If there has been a faith that 
embraces sinners who in life show love, it is ours. He who has not sinned cast the first stone indeed. The god I 
pray to does not look to find fault, but rather to find love—and in you, Phillip, he would find that. 

I join members in saying for the record: well done, to a husband, father, grandfather, friend, statesman and 
Christian, whose big, gentle and loving soul should indeed rest in eternal peace. 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands) [2.27 pm]: Politics is about ideas, events and people. For Hon Phillip 
Pendal, politics was very much about ideas, issues, policies, concepts and the analysis of ideas. We all know Hon 
Phillip Pendal as an exemplary parliamentarian. He was a fine orator and he had a strong sense of Parliament, its 
procedures and history. He was always quick to defend and promote Parliament over the executive. Some of us 
who served with Phil on committees were lucky enough to see his strong regard for Parliament and ideas at very 
close quarters. In his maiden speech in the other place in 1980, he dispensed with the usual, and concentrated his 
remarks on a comprehensive analysis of federal-state relations. Phil was a true federalist and it is not surprising 
that he was in his element when he took up the role of Chairman of the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Intergovernmental Agreements at the beginning of 1994. This committee gave him the 
opportunity to put to the test his views on federal-state relations. Mr Speaker, you and I were privileged to be 
members of this standing committee when Phil was chairman, along with the member for Darling Range, the 
member for Hillarys and the late member for Geraldton. Phil’s enthusiasm and serious attention to all issues was 
infectious, and he worked the committee members tirelessly on a vast and diverse range of issues and ideas. In 
the committee’s first three years under Phillip’s leadership, it produced 16 reports and two annual reports. Not 
only was Phil Pendal an inspirational and resourceful committee chairman, he was remarkable in his ability to go 
beyond the usual boundaries of committee work of just an inquiry and report. In the chairman’s foreword to the 
report of the committee’s activities between 1 January 1995 and 31 May 1996, he wrote — 

The Standing Committee comes to an end of another busy yet productive period in which we have 
produced a number of major reports — perhaps the most significant of which was the result of its 
inquiry into the competition policy in Australia. Such was the interest from around Australia in the 
Committee’s report that the Parliament was required to go into a second print run. 

I venture to say that might be one of the few committee reports that has gone into a second print run. He went on 
to say — 

The Committee and its members continued to make an impact nationally in their role of helping shape 
and develop a scheme under which all nine Australian Parliaments will use common forms of scrutiny 
for uniform legislation.  

He then went on to mention a paper that had been presented on behalf of the committee at a conference that the 
committee attended at Parliament House, Darwin, along with committees from other Parliaments around 
Australia. He also mentioned meetings that he had had with like-minded committee chairmen from other 
Australian Parliaments. Every few months, he would meet with those chairmen as part of a group that would 
discuss ideas of mutual interest. He went on to say — 

This culminated in a conference at Parliament House, Perth, in May, 1996, which adopted a report for 
presentation to all Australian Parliaments. Members and staff can feel proud of this achievement.  

Phillip Pendal went well beyond the usual brief of a committee in that he pushed the boundaries in this area, in 
which he was so greatly involved. He was very disappointed when the committee was disbanded in 2001, 
because it meant that the Parliament no longer had a dedicated vehicle to examine the ever-demanding intrusion 
of the commonwealth government into areas of state responsibility. Phillip strongly believed that the role of the 
Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Intergovernmental Agreements involved not only legislative 
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review, but also looking at constitutional issues and matters relating to legal and commonwealth-state affairs. 
Given the increasing push from the commonwealth in the past decade or so to usurp the responsibilities of the 
states, I am sure Phillip was right in that belief.  

We all know about Phillip the historian. Many of us who were at his funeral last week heard his son, Simon, 
describe family holidays, particularly in the south of the state, and about how Phil would stop to explore a 
cemetery and would engage the family in his historical research by promising Sasha, Simon and Narisha a 
financial reward for finding family graves. Mr Speaker, you will remember that when the committee visited 
Washington DC, Phil led the committee members on visits to the Vietnam War Memorial and Arlington 
National Cemetery. We spent several hours at Arlington cemetery, and during that time we visited the grave of 
President John F. Kennedy. Unfortunately, the chairman did not offer us any financial rewards for finding any 
particular graves that day.  

I cannot let this opportunity pass without mentioning the Select Committee on Ancient Shipwrecks. This select 
committee grew out of the Select Committee on Batavia Relics, which was a committee that Phillip had chaired 
in the other place. To be a member of the Select Committee on Ancient Shipwrecks was to see the quintessential 
Phillip Pendal at work. I am sure the member for Fremantle, Jim McGinty, who was a member of that 
committee, and the Clerk Assistant, Kirsten Robinson, who was the clerk of that committee, would agree with 
me that it was a privilege to take part in that committee. Phillip wrote in the foreword to the committee report — 

In the final analysis, two fundamental issues are addressed in this Report: firstly, whether a person 
should be rewarded for doing the ‘right thing’ by society; and secondly, if they should be so rewarded, 
how much is a fair thing? 

The committee decided that ex gratia payments should be recommended for people described in the report as 
either primary or secondary discoverers of ancient shipwrecks off our coast.  

Committees often travel far and wide to investigate their subject. This committee took evidence in Geraldton and 
Kalbarri. We flew by helicopter to the Zuytdorp Cliffs. Phil also organised for a fisheries boat to take us out to 
the site of the Batavia wreck so that we could visit its resting place. On that trip we were accompanied by Max 
Cramer, who was one of the primary discoverers of the Batavia wreck. We stayed the night on Beacon Island, 
where the survivors of the Batavia sought refuge. I have a great photo of the member for Fremantle in his diving 
gear, but I wish I had a photograph of Phillip Pendal in the Department of Fisheries dinghy, dressed impeccably 
in smart trousers and a maroon silk shirt, practically falling over the side of the dinghy with goggles on his face 
to view the gravesite of the Batavia.  

Mr J.A. McGinty: I think he jumped! 
Dr E. CONSTABLE: Just about! He was so excited about it.  
Further in the chairman’s foreword, Phillip wrote — 

For my part, experiences like walking in the footsteps of Weibbe Hayes and his 17th century colleagues 
on the Abrolhos Islands, standing at the foot of the majestic and largely untouched Zuytdorp Cliffs or 
gazing through brilliantly clear waters to the site of the 1629 Batavia wreck, have had a deep and 
inexplicable impact. I know my colleagues . . . feel likewise. 

We certainly did, and we certainly do. 
I have given only two examples of Phillip Pendal’s contribution to this Parliament over a long and distinguished 
career. As a chairman, he was creative in his thinking; he was original, imaginative and resourceful and made a 
major contribution to the work of this Parliament. The Parliament has lost a much respected and exceptional 
member and historian. Many of us mourn the passing of a good friend. I also extend my condolences to the 
Pendal family.  

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [2.35 pm]: There are others in this place who have and will speak with 
more intimate knowledge than I about the wonderful contribution made to this Parliament by Hon Phillip Pendal 
over a period spanning 25 years. I will speak from firsthand experience about Phil Pendal, the much loved and 
respected member for South Perth, who certainly left big shoes to fill. 

When news spread of Phillip Pendal’s sad passing, my office was inundated with messages of sympathy that 
people in the electorate asked me to pass on to Phil’s wife, Maxine, and the family. They were all people whose 
lives Phil had touched in one way or another; first, as a member of the Legislative Council representing the 
region south of the river, and then in the Legislative Assembly as the member for South Perth from 1993. Those 
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people all relied on Phil Pendal; they trusted him. They went to him with all sorts of problems. He would always 
listen, weigh up both sides of the story and provide them with the best advice that he could give. Phil Pendal 
treated everyone equally. He was a politician who was not driven by ego or agendas. He always did what he 
truly believed was right.  

I did not get to know Phil Pendal really well when we were both journalists together at WA Newspapers. In 
those days Phil was working on the Daily News and I was working on The West Australian. Although both 
papers had the same owners, we were fierce rivals and we did not cross the corridor that much.  

I really got to know Phil when I was campaigning for the seat of South Perth in 2004 when Phil, as the retiring 
Independent member, showed me, the Liberal, the ropes, so to speak. I remember him taking me to a small piece 
of bushland adjacent to the Manning Primary School, which, Mr Speaker, you would be well aware of. Phillip 
had heard that the bushland had been earmarked by the Department of Education and Training to be bulldozed 
and used to extend the school. Phil was totally against any redevelopment of that small piece of land. I remember 
the day. The now Leader of the National Party was also there as shadow Minister for the Environment at the 
time. Phil had collected a group of locals—environmentalists and local parents—who all wanted to keep that 
bushland. Phil told us, “There is only four per cent of bushland left in the whole electorate of South Perth. We 
cannot afford to lose any more.” I am happy to say that that little bit of bushland is still home to a variety of 
plant, animal and bird-life species mainly due to the efforts of the late Phil Pendal.  

Phil could also be very practical when it came to making difficult decisions. I remember him telling me that he 
brought a bill to this house to bring in Sunday trading for liquor stores. I do not think it was successful, but Phil 
could never understand how you could drive to an intersection in South Perth and there would be two or three 
different petrol stations trading on opposite sides of the intersection, but on an intersection that had one or two 
hotels with a liquor store, only the hotels could trade in takeaway liquor on the Sunday. He just could not work 
out how that could be. 

The Department of Housing and Works, under the previous coalition government, wanted to redevelop the 
former Homeswest estate at Karawara. The department had a problem because it needed to sell a piece of 
degraded bushland to make the project viable, but there was fierce opposition from local conservation groups 
and others who did not want it to happen; they did not want Karawara to change. Phil thought about it, and the 
more he thought about it, the more he realised that Karawara had become something of a ghetto. He came to the 
view that the development needed to go ahead for the greater good of the community, and he supported the 
bulldozing of that bushland. Karawara is now a suburb that has been greatly enhanced by modern, privately 
owned dwellings. Importantly, the development has breathed new life into the area for some of the long-term 
Homeswest tenants who are still there. 

Phil Pendal’s contribution to the electorate was born out of a genuine desire to make South Perth a better place 
for all who lived there. He was a South Perth resident for more than 40 years, and he and Maxine experienced 
the deep community spirit that has always existed among the residents of South Perth. As well as being the local 
member of Parliament, Phil became a very active community member, and we have heard some of those stories 
today. He was a leading player in the formation of the City of South Perth Historical Society, of which he was 
the inaugural president from 1989 until November 2000, when he passed the baton on to his good friend Kerry 
Davey. In 2002 Phillip and Kerry, on behalf of the Historical Society, edited a fascinating little publication 
called South Perth: The Vanishing Village. I am told that the book, which looked at the great change and 
transformation that happened in South Perth from about 1930 onwards, had its genesis over a glass or three of 
red wine with Phil, Kerry and a couple of others one day. The Historical Society arranged for long-term residents 
of the district or people involved in the history of South Perth to give talks to the group at its regular meetings. 
Those talks were taped. Phil had a swag of tapes and he thought, “What are we going to do with them?” He came 
up with an idea: “Why don’t I edit the tapes? Being a former journo, I should be able to do that all right, and 
we’ll make it into a manuscript.” That is how the book came about. It was published by the City of South Perth 
Historical Society in 2002 and sold out so quickly that it was reprinted the following year. 

Funds from the sale of the book had been earmarked to fund the restoration of an original 1901 South Perth tram, 
which was another of Phil Pendal’s pet projects. Many people might not know it, but apart from the many hats 
that Phil wore, he was also patron of the Perth Electric Tramway Society. Everyone who knew Phil would know 
that only Phil would want to get involved in something like that. He thought that the history of trams was 
important to Perth and, more specifically, to South Perth. Phil was fascinated by anything to do with history, 
especially the history of South Perth. He came up with the idea of restoring one of the original old trams that 
used to trundle down Angelo Street and Labouchere Road and end up in Mends Street and putting it in a 
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prominent position for all to see. In 1998 Phil was instrumental in locating one of the old trams that had been 
withdrawn from service in the mid-1950s. Phil maintained his involvement in this restoration project, which is 
still going ahead. It is being carried out by the City of South Perth in conjunction with the Historical Society. 
Phil’s dream was that one day the tram would be situated somewhere in Mends Street as a reminder to the 
modern generation of how South Perth used to be. Everyone in South Perth has great hopes that that will happen. 
I am told that the tram will be restored by this time next year.  

Members have also heard that Phil was a great supporter of the South Perth Community Hospital, the only 
community-owned hospital of its type in Australia. He was on the board for 13 years and he wrote the book 
Hands that Heal, which was published in 2006. It is a carefully researched and excellently written history of that 
wonderful hospital. On his retirement from Parliament, Phil was made a life member of that hospital.  

Members have also heard that Phil was a prolific writer. I do not know how he found the time for his writing. 
His works include Parliament: Mirror of the People?, which he wrote in conjunction with Professor Harry 
Phillips and Professor David Black, and also House to House in conjunction with Professor Black. He recently 
completed a history of the Royal Perth Golf Club, which would have been some effort for Phil, because I do not 
think that he would have played many games of golf in his life. As a member of the club, I know that the club 
thought that his work was outstanding. The book is a great read.  

As another member mentioned, Phil also penned a book on the Catholic education system, which will be 
released later this year. I am told that just a week before his death, Phil was working on the final captions for that 
book. He did finish that work.  

It has already been mentioned that another significant project in which Phil, together with former mayor John 
Hardwick, was involved was the purchase of 150 pieces of May and Herbert Gibbs artwork. The City of South 
Perth purchased that artwork in 1998 at a cost of $36 000. At Phil’s funeral service we were told that a very 
conservative valuation of that artwork today would be about $360 000. Some of the people who worked on the 
May Gibbs Trust with Phil were John Hardwick; Ray Turner, whom a lot of members know; Hon Barbara Scott, 
a member of the other place; and Kerry Davey. They raised some $80 000.  

Yes, Phil Pendal was a visionary in every respect. I remember talking to him about the Perth-Mandurah rail line. 
Phil had a problem that whichever way the line was routed, it would bypass South Perth. It would either go down 
the freeway, which was the Gallop government’s preferred option, or, under the second option, through Victoria 
Park and out to Kenwick. Phil’s idea was to sink the railway by running it under the river to Mends Street, to the 
Perth Zoo, up to Curtin University, one of the busiest learning centres in our city, and across to Mt Henry 
Bridge. He also said in hindsight that maybe when the Kwinana Freeway was constructed, it should have gone 
underground between the Narrows Bridge and Canning Bridge. The result would have been that South Perth 
would never have been disconnected from the Swan River, which played such a big part in the lives of the 
people who grew up in South Perth before the freeway came about. Who knows? Maybe one day people will 
look back and say that Phil Pendal was a man before his time.  

I join other members in extending my sincere condolences to Phil’s wife, Maxine, and his children Sasha, Simon 
and Narisha, and his two grandchildren.  

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre) [2.48 pm]: I support this condolence motion. As a newcomer to this 
chamber in 2001, I was very quickly impressed by the level of debate on both sides of the house. Sadly, I quickly 
realised that regardless of the level of debate and the good points raised by either side, the members on the other 
side really did not listen. As a newcomer, I also quickly realised that if I wanted to know the true situation or 
middle ground of a debate, I should listen to the then member for South Perth. Invariably, he would strike that 
middle ground and enunciate, loudly and clearly, often with his Catholic beliefs strongly entrenched, what was 
the truth of the debate. Whilst neither side might have changed their stance or vote, I always felt that many 
members in this chamber supported the view I had; that is, that Phil, as the then member for South Perth, spoke 
the real truth. He was not only a good orator, as are many members in this chamber, but also a good listener. On 
one occasion after he had spoken on a particular issue I walked over to him after the debate had finished and 
raised a point of objection. He straightaway said, “John, you are right. I was wrong.” Not many people would do 
that. On another occasion he chided the newcomers of the 2001 class here about being too rowdy during a 
debate. Lo and behold, guess what? About three hours later when the debate got particularly rowdy and emotive, 
guess who was shouting out and interjecting? It was the member for South Perth. The member for Albany, on 
my left, reminded him of what he had said. Once again to his credit he conceded to the member for Albany that 
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he was right and that he, the member for South Perth, was wrong, and he shut up. That was the measure of the 
man. He could not only speak well, but also listen well.  

When I became an Independent member of this chamber and Phil was no longer a member, what did I do? I 
sought his advice, his counsel, and he gave it willingly and freely. He came twice to Parliament House. It is 
those words of advice and his suggestions by which I now operate as an Independent member, because I want to 
be effective if I am to remain as an Independent member of this chamber. It is his encouragement and 
suggestions that assist me today. 

There is no doubt, as has been said by previous speakers, what a close and loving family man he was. I first 
came across that side of him through his younger brother Allan, who is a friend of mine in Kalgoorlie. Allan has 
this quirky, wonderful little way of never referring to Phillip as Phillip Pendal or “my brother Phillip” but always 
“brother Phil”. In those two words, Allan’s love and affection for his brother has always been quite apparent. 
When one spoke to Phil, Vince or any of the other brothers and sisters and stepbrothers, one could straightaway 
feel that close bond. That has obviously gone through to his wife Maxine, his three children and his two 
grandchildren. To all of them I pass on my deepest condolences. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [2.53 pm]: I join in this condolence motion to honour the memory of Phillip 
George Pendal. As members have already said, Phil Pendal was a long-serving member of this Parliament, from 
1980 to 2005—25 years;13 in the Legislative Council and 12 in the Legislative Assembly; 15 as a Liberal and 10 
as an Independent. From my friendship with Phil I have always known him as a Liberal. I think in Phil’s heart he 
always was a Liberal, perhaps a Menzies-style Liberal. He believed in the individual; he believed in personal 
freedom; he believed in enterprise, private property and a personal sense of responsibility. He had a very fine 
sense of social conscience and responsibility.  

Phil as a parliamentarian loved the Parliament. He understood the history of this institution, its rules and 
procedures, and he valued the people in it from either side of politics. He spent time particularly with new 
members, or members who may have perhaps faced some personal challenge or crisis, as happens with most of 
us in this place from time to time. Although Phil understood and valued the history and traditions of a 
Westminster Parliament, he was never one to necessarily oppose change or modernisation. He saw the 
Parliament as a living, changing institution that should be contemporary in what it did. He was very much an 
authority on Parliament. I must say that Phil, amongst many of his talents, was an absolute expert on 
parliamentary entitlements! If anyone had any question or doubt, Phil would have the answer.  

He was also a very creative and expansive thinker in the Parliament. Only Phil Pendal could have thought of 
having a select committee into ancient shipwrecks; no-one else would have been capable of coming up with that, 
but Phil did. He always had an individualistic, perhaps independent streak about him. We have already heard 
how during the time of the capital punishment debate in the 1980s it was Phil who crossed the floor to bring 
about the decisive vote that abolished capital punishment. Phil was always proud of that. He always claimed 
personal credit for the abolition of capital punishment in this state. He always took a strong moral position 
according to his religion and his faith. As has been said, he went to great lengths to ensure that the ethical and 
moral position, as he saw it, was put forward, and for that he won great respect from all sides of politics and 
individuals in this place, whether or not they agreed with him.  

Phil’s great disappointment in his political career was not gaining a ministerial position when the Liberal-
National coalition won government in 1993. Many members in this place today would not be aware that Phil 
played what I think was a pivotal and critical role in the election victory of the Liberal Party not only during the 
campaign, but also in the events leading up to it. Indeed, Phil’s decision to move from the upper house to the 
lower house was essentially at the request of the Liberal Party because there was a fear that South Perth could be 
lost to an Independent. Phil did the right thing by the Liberal Party. Unfortunately, when the election was won, 
the Liberal Party failed to do the right thing by Phil. Phil had in every respect earned the right to be a minister in 
that first coalition government. I regard Phil missing out on that opportunity as one of the greatest injustices I 
have seen in my time in this place. Phil had played a leading role as the shadow minister for the environment 
and, indeed, had probably won for the first time a great credibility for the Liberal Party on many environmental 
issues, including the growing issue of the preservation of native forest; an issue that the Liberal Party 
subsequently lost the high ground on. Perhaps we might not have lost the high ground had Phil held a ministerial 
position. Those events obviously led to Phil becoming an Independent but, as I said, I think Phil always 
remained at heart a Liberal and was always supportive of the true principles of the Liberal Party.  
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I think this Parliament has two types of members—members who get more credit than they perhaps deserve and 
other members who do not get the credit that they deserve. Phil Pendal would, in my view, be a member of the 
latter category. Some of the things for which Phil perhaps did not receive full credit although he played, along 
with others, a critical role would include the creation of the Western Australian Maritime Museum, the infill 
deep sewerage program, the renewed attention on problems of dryland salinity and, indeed, some of the early 
points of view relating to the native forests.  
Lyn and I once more extend our sincere sympathy to Maxine and to their children, Sasha, Simon and Narisha, 
and to Russell, Beck and Luke and their families. Phil was to me a good friend both inside and outside of politics 
and I will miss him very much. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Housing and Works) [2.56 pm]: I too wish to add my 
condolences to Maxine, Sasha, Simon and Narisha and their families. At only 61 years of age, Phil was taken far 
too soon from his family, his friends and the wider community. During the time that I spent in the Legislative 
Assembly with Phil, I certainly came to enjoy his friendship. I knew him to be a caring, supportive and 
intelligent human being. Although I was friends with Phil during that time, I had not seen him much of late, but 
as fate would have it I saw him a couple of times last month: firstly, at the ballet; and, secondly, in estimates 
week when he received the William Wilberforce Award. That award commemorated 10 years since the abortion 
legislation went through this house and it marked the strong stand Phil Pendal had taken on pro-life issues and 
reflected his pro-life commitment to this Parliament on a number of pieces of legislation.  

Phil was a gentleman, a former journalist, someone who had a great grasp of the English language, an eloquent 
speaker, a historian and a supporter of the arts. People refer to him as a great parliamentarian as opposed to 
“politician” because I think people associate some more honourable values to the term “parliamentarian”. Phil 
was recognised largely because he lived by the values that he believed in; that is how he led his life. Other 
members have referred to the fact that he was awarded the Papal Cross and, like my colleague the member for 
Central Kimberley-Pilbara, I was also pleased to be present in the cathedral when Phil was awarded that honour. 
That honour is not given lightly and it was immensely significant for Phil and for his family. More than just 
earning the respect of the Catholic community, Phil certainly earned the respect of the broader Christian 
community. That was reflected in the tributes paid to him by the people who gathered on the steps of Parliament 
just a couple weeks ago. It was also significant that Archbishop Barry Hickey and many senior and other 
members of the clergy saw fit to be present at the mass for Phil last week.  

Phil was great company; not everything was serious. He had many good friends right across the Parliament. 
Indeed, my brother and sister-in-law John and Kerry Hardwick were great friends of Phil over many years and 
enjoyed his company immensely. Last week, I think a few people reflected on the fact that Phil more than 
enjoyed a glass or two of red wine. He had many friends right across the political spectrum. He was an esteemed 
and respected member of the Parliament, the local community and the broader community. Western Australia 
and the Parliament are all the better for Phil having been here.  

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [3.00 pm]: I want to pass on my condolences to the Pendal family and thank 
them for arranging a fantastic funeral for Phil last week. Sometimes we attend funerals that are unexceptional, 
but the funeral held for Phil Pendal last week was a reflection of what Phil’s life meant through and through. It 
was a pleasure to be at that particular ceremony because it truly reflected what Phil’s life meant.  

I do not want to cover the ground that many other people have covered, but some of my comments on the 
processes of this place will do just that. I will start with the negative aspects of the process. In 1993, as a 
coalition government member at the time, I attended the launch of the Liberal Party environmental policy at a 
vineyard in Midland where Phil put on a very impressive performance. He announced what was clearly the 
establishment of the best policy on the environment that had come out of the Liberal Party. There is no question 
that Phil’s environmental policy was well thought out and very substantial. It led the way in changing the view 
of Western Australians towards the coalition government at that time. After that event, as a non-Liberal member 
I was amazed that Phil was not awarded the environment portfolio. I suggest that it is one of the tragedies of this 
chamber that Phil Pendal never became a minister. He should have been a minister in that administration, but he 
missed out.  

I will now raise a matter that has played somewhat on my conscience over the years as it should have on your 
conscience, Mr Speaker. After the election, the coalition had agreed on all positions, including appointments to 
committees. Phil had expressed a strong desire to be chairperson of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review 
Committee, as had I. Although the two parties debated the matter heatedly for some time, the position was not 
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resolved. However, the Speaker moved a motion that Max Trenorden be made Chairman of the Public Accounts 
and Expenditure Review Committee and the Labor Party supported it. I voted for that motion and I became 
chairman of the public accounts committee, and Phil missed out. Phil never held that against me. I hope the 
record shows, as the member for Churchlands and others pointed out, that he was an exceptional chair of the 
Joint Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Intergovermental Agreements. Nonetheless, my 
conscience bothered me that, in the same year he missed out on being a minister, I was part of his missing out on 
being made chair of the public accounts committee. However, perhaps that process allowed him to do a fantastic 
job as chairman of the uniform legislation committee.  

I was the only member of Parliament who attended the two-hour celebration to mark the discovery of the 
location of HMAS Sydney, which was obviously prior to Phil’s death. Strangely enough, while I was at that 
celebration I found myself thinking of Phil. I remember well the really important part the Select Committee on 
Ancient Shipwrecks played, with Phil as its chairman. In fact, the report of the Select Committee on Ancient 
Shipwrecks will impact on the finding of the HMAS Sydney. The work he did for the Standing Committee on 
Uniform Legislation and Intergovernmental Agreements, on shipwrecks and a range of other committees will 
carry on into the future. Phil will be remembered in the future, more so than many of us in the chamber today 
will be remembered, because of the matters he was interested in. It has already been stated that he was a true 
parliamentarian. He believed in this chamber as opposed to the executive. He fought very well in those areas and 
he was very passionate about his debates. A lasting memory I have of Phil is seeing him set his jaw when he was 
really determined about a debate. He was a tremendous orator in that context. 

Phil regularly told stories and I enjoyed his humour. I have spent quite a bit of time with Phil over the years. The 
stories he told about Bill Grayden, Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen, Sir Charles Court and others—I will not recount 
them because some of the stories are slightly derogatory towards those individuals—are very funny stories. I 
hope Phil has recorded them somewhere because they are outstanding stories and should not be lost because they 
are part of the history of this place. One of the things that I have noted during the 22 years I have been a member 
of Parliament is that there have been many occasions in this chamber when good humour has been used. No-one 
is recording that, and I am not the person to do it. We have certainly lost a person who was capable of bringing 
to life some sensational stories that might be a little on the edge because they denigrate people slightly. Phil had 
some wonderful stories and he told them very well. 

I used to laugh with Phil about his love of Toodyay, and he really appreciated it. He loved the people of 
Toodyay. I say to the family that many people have told me upon Phil’s passing that Toodyay loved Phil. He was 
well known in the community. I understand that the soil I threw onto his coffin came from Toodyay, which I 
appreciated. Phil, like a few other members of this chamber, also appreciated Toodyay. We have lost an 
exceptional member of this chamber. He made a difference and will continue to make a difference after his 
passing. 

MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [3.07 pm]: Firstly, I endorse the comments of other members. I have 
either known of or personally known Phil for most of my life. Phil was born in Bunbury, as we have heard, and I 
was born in Bunbury about eight years later. We both attended the Marist Brothers College in Bunbury. Phil had 
left the college by the time I attended but I clearly recollect his coming back to the college for various events and 
to talk to the brothers and so on. I will be interested to read his comments about Catholic education in Western 
Australia because we had very different views about the Marist Brothers College. Phil enjoyed his time there and 
he was very much influenced by the brothers, particularly Brother Valentine. He often remarked about his 
sadness at the passing of Brother Valentine. We reflected on the fact that many former students from the 
Bunbury Marist Brothers College have been members of the Western Australian Parliament, including the 
current member for Bunbury and friends and relatives of the Leader of the Opposition, the member for 
Fremantle and me. David Smith, a former member, and a host of political candidates all attended the college. 
Phil and I would often ask ourselves what those monks taught us. They taught us that it was our responsibility to 
become involved in public life through not only sporting organisations and social activities, but also politics. We 
were probably one of the few religious groups in Western Australia that was actively encouraged to become 
involved in the political scene. It is interesting that we covered the entire spectrum from the left to the right.  

My memories of Phil extend to when he used to write football articles for the South Western Times. I used to 
follow Bunbury in those days. In 1971 Phil wrote an article about a game between Bunbury and South Bunbury 
that I attended. We must have been at two different games because my interpretation of the game was totally 
different from Phil’s interpretation of the game! I would regularly read his columns in the South Western Times.  
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I did not really know Phil until I became a member of Parliament. One of the first things that struck me about 
him was that he was very friendly to new members of Parliament from both sides of the house. He was 
particularly friendly to the Labor backbenchers, who were collectively known as the “vegetable patch”. We 
always enjoyed being called the vegetable patch. We got to know Phil very well. I have some pleasant memories 
of my time sitting in the vegetable patch. On many occasions when a minister and an opposition spokesperson 
would be putting their side of an argument with great passion during a fierce cross-chamber debate, the members 
of the veggie patch would be having a chat with Phil and the other Independents about whether what was being 
debated was a good or bad idea. There were two levels of debate going on in the chamber at the same time.  

One could always turn to Phil for advice. When I first became a member of Parliament, he told me that I could 
talk to him if I ever got into strife or needed advice, which I did on a number of occasions. I very much 
appreciated that. I can confidently say that the things that we discussed were kept between us because I never 
heard what I told him repeated by anyone else. There are few people in Parliament to whom one can speak 
candidly about issues and know that they will keep such conversations to themselves. Phil was one person whom 
I could trust.  

When I was Acting Speaker, I asked Phil questions about the processes of Parliament, a topic in which he was 
particularly interested. I certainly appreciated his advice. I have a lot of fond memories of Phil, but two in 
particular bring a smile to my face. On one occasion when I was sitting in the Speaker’s chair, I made a ruling 
about some documents that the member for Fremantle had referred to. The opposition moved a motion of dissent 
because it believed that I was trying to protect the member for Fremantle. I had been a member of Parliament for 
about four weeks and there I was supposedly trying to protect the member for Fremantle! After I took my seat on 
the backbench, I copped a fair belting for about an hour or so. After the dust had started to settle, Phil stood to 
defend me. He said that I had made the absolute right decision and referred to the history of Parliament over the 
past 20 or 30 years. He was waxing lyrically about what a great decision I had made, when the then member for 
Bunbury, Tony Dean, called a point of order on relevance because he wanted Phil to sit down. Tony had been 
playing on his laptop because he had become tired of the debate. He decided to try to end the debate. The 
Speaker wisely overruled the point of order and Phil stood again and continued to say that I had made a great 
decision. A few minutes after he sat down, he wandered over to me and said, “You don’t have very many friends 
over there, do you?” 

Another fond memory of Phil relates to when we were having afternoon tea sometime during my first term as a 
member of Parliament. Opposition members and the Independents sat on one side of the room while Labor 
members sat opposite them. Some members were sitting beneath a portrait of the Duke of Edinburgh and a 
portrait of Queen Elizabeth II. Sitting beneath those portraits quite regally were the members for South Perth and 
Churchlands—that is, Phil and Liz! Our Phil and Liz were having cups of tea whilst sitting under portraits of 
Phil and Liz! I thought that was fantastic. It is too bad that we no longer have imperial honours, because Phil 
would have loved to be called Lord Pendal of South Perth!  

It is with sadness that I think of Phil today. He was very much a family person. We are going to miss him.  

MS S.M. McHALE (Kenwick — Minister for Disability Services) [3.14 pm]: As a former president of the 
Manning Primary School parents and citizens association and a former councillor of the City of South Perth, and 
as a member of this chamber for the past eight years, I place on record my thanks for and recognition of Phil’s 
contribution to this state, particularly to the City of South Perth. I met Phil in the late 1980s when I first became 
the president of the Manning Primary School parents and citizens association, and I socialised with him when I 
was a City of South Perth councillor. The sale of the Karawara land was a famous event. Phil and I had a 
different point of view on the matter; however, we lived to fight more battles both together and on different sides 
of the political fence.  

Phil would have watched hundreds of children graduate from all the schools in South Perth. He would have 
been—as I was—at many citizenship ceremonies watching people become citizens of this great nation. On their 
behalf, and on behalf of all the parents and citizens associations and community organisations that Phil and I 
worked with together during those times when I was a City of South Perth councillor, I thank him. His efforts for 
the local community were legion. His love of the area and his support of the many, many organisations that make 
the City of South Perth what it is are appreciated. I refer to matters such as the May Gibbs Trust acquisition; Phil 
was right in there with that process, which I think started when I was on the City of South Perth council. As a 
result of his love of everything to do with the history of South Perth, Phil was always there for the South Perth 
Historical Society. In Parliament, of course, his passion for shipwrecks was evident. Indeed, I also mention his 
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effort and passion for archives and for the records of this state, an area which does not provoke a lot of passion. 
However, Phil was incredibly passionate about ensuring we had the correct legislative framework for the state 
and public records of Western Australia. I valued his support and guidance in constituting a good legislative 
framework when we were debating the then Liberal government’s legislation, and Phil and I worked very well 
together to ensure that we had a framework that the archivists and those who were very passionate about our 
state records could live with.  
His passion for his religious beliefs, his passion for his electorate, and indeed his passion for the Liberal Party, I 
think, were always there and always influenced his decisions. Above all, his passion for his family was 
unstinting and obviously at the heart of his whole being. He had a well-known passion for the parliamentary 
process, and I will often remember that phrase that only Phil used when he would admonish all of us—quite 
often people on this side in particular—by saying, “You will rue the day.” We would listen and think about what 
it was that we will rue the day we had made a decision on. I can still hear Phil saying, in that voice, “You will 
rue the day.” I think we all clearly rue the day that Phil passed on and we will all miss him.  
The thought I will leave members with in relation to Phil is, notwithstanding the many different points of view 
on issues such as the Karawara bushland and the pro-choice or abortion debate, which got very heated, he would 
be a thoroughly decent man, regardless of a member’s point of view and opinion. He would fight very strongly 
to get his point of view across, but when the debate was over, he was always there with guidance, with advice or 
with a joke. That is the mark of a thoroughly decent man and I pass on my condolences to Maxine, Narisha, 
Simon and Sasha, to his gorgeous grandchildren, and to Luke, Russell and Ben.  
MR J.H.D. DAY (Darling Range) [3.18 pm]: Phil Pendal was elected to the Legislative Assembly in 1993, at 
the same time as I was elected, as was the case for the members for Dawesville and Hillarys. I think there were 
about 10 or 11 new members in this chamber at that time. As has been pointed out, Phil had previously been a 
member of the Legislative Council for 13 years, so he was therefore a very experienced parliamentarian who was 
in a position to be very helpful and to provide good advice to those of us who were new members of Parliament. 
Indeed, he provided that help and advice. One particular aspect I recall is that he sent a letter to me, and no doubt 
all the other new members at the time, after we had been elected but before Parliament started sitting in June 
1993. It suggested that those of us who intended to be sworn in on a bible should bring our own bible, or 
purchase a new bible and bring it as a record of the occasion, and that we write in the front of it. We could then 
pass it down to our descendants or anyone else appropriate. That was good advice, and I took it. 

Phil took the processes and procedures of Parliament very seriously. He was very well aware of the traditions 
and the origins of the procedures that apply to members of Parliament and the operation of Westminster 
Parliaments. He fought very hard to ensure that the executive was truly accountable to Parliament, and applied 
that to governments on both sides of the political fence. His particular interest in Parliament and its importance 
to the state of Western Australia was demonstrated, as the member for Churchlands mentioned, through his 
chairmanship of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Intergovernmental Agreements, of which I 
was fortunate to be a member for most of its existence. Phil was keen to ensure that the sovereignty of the 
Parliament and the state was maintained, and he made a major contribution to this Parliament and the state 
through his community and parliamentary involvement, and to the Liberal Party for the time that he was a 
member of that party. Phil will be missed in this place and the community. He retired from Parliament just over 
three years ago, but he was frequently seen around here. I remember some conversations with him in the 
Parliamentary Library, which is probably the best part of this institution and which Phil frequented. His post-
parliamentary life was all too short. I join other members in extending my condolences and sympathy to Maxine 
and all the members of her family.  
MS D.J. GUISE (Wanneroo — Deputy Speaker) [3.22 pm]: Other members have spoken eloquently about 
Hon Phillip Pendal, so I will make just a short contribution. Suffice it to say that Phil was a great advocate for 
the people of South Perth, and that he served this Parliament well. He was a true parliamentarian and staunchly 
defended the procedures and privileges of this place and the democratic processes. As we all know, Phil had a 
strong and abiding interest in our history and worked hard to ensure that it was not lost to future generations. He 
was one of the people who taught me that I could be more than just a politician—there is a role to play as a 
parliamentarian, to which we should all aspire. He was very generous in his support and recognised the task 
ahead of the newly elected Deputy Speaker in 2001—a member in her first term in Parliament. Phillip 
recognised the task ahead and was incredibly generous and encouraging in the support and advice he gave me in 
those early days. For those who often saw me shaking my shoulders in amusement, perhaps only the member for 
Churchlands recognised that that was the result of the fast wit and the pen of the member for South Perth, who 
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would send encouraging notes to the Chair, many of which were highly amusing. I always felt I could ask any 
question of Phillip. It did not matter how stupid the question seemed to someone new to this place, I could ask it 
and he would respect me. I felt I could always rely on a well thought out and balanced response, which he gave 
unquestioningly.  

After leaving Parliament, Phil continued in public life, and he contacted my office just prior to his death. Phil 
had become aware that a constituent of mine will turn 100 at the end of the year, and he wanted to make sure that 
all the appropriate mechanisms were in place to enable my constituent to receive messages from the Queen, the 
Prime Minister and the Premier. We had a great conversation about that. How typical of Phillip Pendal to be still 
doing those sorts of things in his retirement years. He was a kind and considerate man and will be sincerely and 
sadly missed by us all. I offer my condolences to the Pendal family. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [3.24 pm]: Many good things have been said about the late Hon Phillip Pendal. 
Although I will not go over them, I endorse every single thing that has been said. However, I will make a short 
contribution because, as previously mentioned, the members for Darling Range and Dawesville, Phil Pendal and 
I were part of the class of ’93 that was elected to this house in February 1993. I like to think that Phil and I 
became good friends during the time we spent together in Parliament. I had enormous respect for Phil both 
before the 1993 election, during which time he helped me with environmental issues, and every day that he spent 
in this Parliament after that election. He was somebody whom I looked up to. Whenever Phil spoke in 
Parliament, I would turn and listen to what he had to say because he spoke with enormous confidence and with a 
commonsense that many members do not always espouse in this place. Whatever Phil said could be relied upon 
to be not only correct, but also absolute commonsense as thought by most decent people.  

Mr Speaker, with you and one or two other members I had the privilege and pleasure of being on a committee 
chaired by Phil; namely, the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Intergovernmental Agreements. I 
think a couple of incidents involving members of that committee are appropriate to mention—one amusing and 
another perhaps not quite so amusing! I vividly remember when we travelled to the United States and lost one of 
our members, the late Bob Bloffwitch, somewhere in the American Senate. Phil took personal responsibility for 
the loss of Bob because he would often wander off. Bob was also a great member of that committee. We had 
other appointments at the ambassador’s residence and various other places, and did not catch up with Bob until 
breakfast the next morning. During that time Phil was very concerned about where Bob was in the great big city 
of Washington. The other, not quite so pleasant, occasion I remember was being stuck in a lift in London. Mr 
Speaker, you might remember very clearly—I certainly do—when you, Phil, the member for Churchlands, the 
late Bob Bloffwitch and I were stuck in a two-foot square lift. The size of the lift was appropriate for the number 
of people present but I do not think the weight of those people had been taken into account. Some of us were 
perhaps slightly overweight—if I may put it that way—and the lift was stuck between two floors for about 
20 minutes during a London summer. There was no air conditioning in that lift and I vividly remember every one 
of us having sweat pouring down our faces and the air becoming increasingly valuable. Various members were 
almost at the point of collapse, including you, Mr Speaker. We had great concerns for one or two of the shorter 
members. More air was available to the taller members—namely, Phil and me—so it was not quite so bad for us, 
but it was an arduous 20 minutes for Bob Bloffwitch, who was very short, may he rest in peace, and you, 
Mr Speaker, as you are slightly shorter than I.  

However, as has been said, the work that we did under Phil’s chairmanship was very valuable. I appreciate the 
privilege it was to spend time on that committee with Phil. I concur with my colleague the member for Cottesloe 
in that I always felt that Phil Pendal should have been a minister in the 1993 coalition government. He certainly 
had done the hard yards required and he had both the knowledge and the capacity to be a very good minister. I 
always felt that it was a great shame that he was not rewarded in that way.  

I have to say that no member of this chamber can aspire to reach greater heights of integrity and principle than 
did Phil.  

Phil was a man of enormous integrity and principle, and he would not tolerate the lack of those qualities in 
anyone. I greatly respect Phil for that. Every single member of this chamber should try to emulate Phil when it 
comes to integrity and principle and the way members of Parliament should behave. We could never point a 
finger at Phil Pendal’s past and say that he did something wrong intentionally. Phil was a man of enormous 
integrity and one of the best examples of any member of Parliament to achieve that sort of behaviour and stature.  

It is with enormous respect that I remember Phil. I pass on my condolences to Maxine and all the family. The 
Parliament will certainly miss Phil, as will the greater community.  
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MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [3.29 pm]: I too rise to speak to the condolence motion with great sadness. 
After listening to the various speeches of members, I acknowledge that this condolence motion is also a 
celebration of the contribution that Phil made not only to this chamber, but also to the other place and to the 
community of South Perth and Western Australia. Those who attended the funeral mass at St Columba Church 
would realise the broad impact that Phil had on so many people.  

I was six years old when Phil was elected to the Parliament of Western Australia. I had the good fortune of 
meeting him when I was 10 because his wife, Mrs Pendal, Maxine, was my teacher at St Columba. I was an altar 
boy at St Columba Church, where the Pendals were an institution. They always sat front right. I found it 
somewhat intimidating sitting directly in front of the Pendal institution as a year 5 altar boy. I guess it is because 
of that good Catholic guilt in me that I always remember him as Mr Pendal. I struggle to refer to him as Phil and 
to Mrs Pendal as Maxine. He was very prominent, not just in South Perth but in Western Australia not only for 
his contribution to the debate on the death penalty that occurred when I was 10, but also generally as the man 
who owned South Perth. As a young student in South Perth, I found him very intimidating until I finally got to 
meet him. In the book that he wrote and released recently entitled Parliament: Mirror of the People?, he referred 
to my election and my quality education. No doubt that was a bit of a plug for Mrs Pendal, who taught me so 
long ago in year 5.  

It was certainly with great sadness that I learnt of Phil’s passing, well before his time. Phil was very good to me 
when I was elected as a new member of Parliament. He called me and met with me regularly to offer me advice. 
One of the bigger files that I still have in my office is simply titled “Phil Pendal”. It contains a mixture of 
eclectic issues and the concerns of people in my electorate that Phil brought to me over the two years since I 
became  a member. He will keep me very busy for the next couple of years. The member for Central Kimberley-
Pilbara referred to the fact that Phil liked to have the last word. That will certainly be ringing in my ears as I 
continue to work on the Phil Pendal file in my office. When I spoke to Phil about these issues—I again come 
back to that Catholic guilt—it was like coming back to a headmaster that I had at school, who was very generous 
and open. As many members have said today, Phil was very good with new members of Parliament. They felt 
they had somebody to bounce ideas off and question about procedures. I was not fortunate enough to have been 
in this place while Phil was a member of Parliament but his impact has been deep, thorough and wide.  
I want to refer to the eulogy given by Simon at the church last week. When Phil passed, Simon was holding 
Phil’s hand and looking at his watch. Noticing that it was still ticking, he was reminded of the relentless fact that 
time marches on and we all deal with tragedies in our life. It is very appropriate that today our clock pauses 
while we all acknowledge Phil and the enormous impact he had on so many people. He was somebody I have 
known for a long time and for whom I have deep respect.  
To Simon, Narisha and Sasha; to Russell, Luke and Beck; to Oscar and Mayr; to all the Pendal family; and to 
Maxine, my teacher, I offer my deepest condolences. It was certainly with great interest that I heard today about 
the Select Committee on Ancient Shipwrecks. It is probably about time that a new committee was formed, 
because I dare say that a few more ancient shipwrecks will deserve some parliamentary attention in the 
upcoming year or so. My sincere condolences to all the Pendal family. 
DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [3.35 pm]: I add my condolences to those already extended to Maxine 
and the Pendal family. When I decided to run for Parliament, it was Phillip Pendal and Liz Constable to whom I 
went for advice, and they gave me great advice. In fact, when I won the election, I phoned Phillip, and I 
remember saying to him, “Phillip, I planned a holiday to go and see my parents, because I didn’t expect to win 
the election. Where do I put in my form for leave?” He said, “Janet, you’re a member of Parliament now. Come 
and see me when you get back. Go and see your father and your family. When you come back, the work will be 
there waiting for you; but don’t worry about the work. I’ll help.” He did help. For the whole time I have been in 
this place as a member of Parliament, he had been my mentor. I would listen to the debate on both sides of the 
house, particularly when the government made promises about what it would do. I would then go outside and 
have a chat with Phillip. I would say, “I agree with what the government is saying on this issue, but I agree with 
the opposition on this other issue.” He would sit there and be my sounding board. He would not try to direct me 
one way or the other. He would let me express my opinions about what was being said in the house, and then I 
would come to my own conclusions. 
He was a wonderful person. The member for Kenwick mentioned that one of his sayings was “rue the day”. 
However, one of his other sayings was that the opposition will have its say but the government will have its way. 
I can still remember him standing in this place and saying that on many occasions. For me, that was saying, in 
effect, “Speak on the things that you believe in, but accept that the government has the numbers; so do your best 
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on an issue and then move on.” Therefore, I always tried, and I still try, to put my issues to the government. I 
know that often they may not be opinions that the government agrees with. However, even if I am not able to 
sway debate on the day, I hope that people will listen and think about what I said when the issue comes up later. 
Phillip was a wonderful member of Parliament and a wonderful person. When he died, I thought of all the 
support he gave me. Personally, it was very sad to see him taken away from his family when he was so young. I 
thought about the fact that he had worked in this Parliament and for his community for a long time, and it was 
sad to think that he would not have time with Maxine and with his children and grandchildren. I am pleased to be 
able to stand here today and acknowledge the contribution that he made to this Parliament and to the community. 
I am very sorry that the family has lost such a wonderful father and grandfather and, for Maxine, such a 
wonderful husband.  
MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.39 pm]: To me Phillip Pendal embodied 
the essence of a true parliamentarian, and he added enormous value to this place. I always listened to him when 
he was on his feet—something that I can say about too few members of Parliament—and I did so because he was 
always worth listening to. He not only had the gift of the gab, but also spoke with that rare combination of style 
and substance. His intellect and determination were obvious, but there was never a hint of arrogance. I 
particularly appreciated Phil’s self-deprecating sense of humour. Phil took many things seriously but never 
himself. I frequently had discussions with him about issues, often shared a joke and sometimes even asked for 
his advice, and he was very free with advice. 

As the member for Southern River said, although Phil referred to us and other members of this place as members 
of the vegie patch, as I got to know Phil I referred to him as “Lord Pendal”. It was a light-hearted reference to 
both his longevity in this place and the fact that he had spent considerable time in the Legislative Council. 
However, I hope he also understood that there was a slightly reverential tone in my use of the term “Lord 
Pendal”. The honourable—in every sense of the word—Phillip Pendal belonged in this place, he added value to 
this place and this place is better for him having been a member. 

To his family, Maxine, Sasha, Simon, Narisha and his grandchildren, I offer my deepest sympathy, and also to 
his brother Terry, with whom I played football many years ago. I also congratulate his son Simon for the 
extremely moving and at times very entertaining eulogy that he delivered at his father’s funeral. I knew Phil in 
this context, but after Simon’s incredibly moving eulogy I came away from that funeral feeling that I knew Phil 
even a little better. I, like thousands of others, both liked and respected Phillip Pendal. He was a very warm, 
genuine, intelligent, principled man, and he will be sadly missed. 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale — Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [3.41 pm]: I rise to add 
to the many excellent commentaries that have been made in this place today. I, as someone who over a number 
of years engaged in a great deal of robust debate with the member for South Perth, want to place on record that, 
notwithstanding that, I felt very fondly towards the member for South Perth. He was certainly someone who was 
capable of some very robust debate, and of being a bit of a bomb-thrower as well! In some of the commentaries 
today he has been presented as a saintly figure. Although he was a person of great integrity, he was certainly 
very capable of getting in there in the hurly-burly of the Parliament. However, I guess at the end of the day the 
very impressive thing about the member for South Perth was that he actually did care about the argument. It was 
not just about winning the battle; it was about the substance, and that is emblematic of the person that Phil was. 

I have to say that I have been incredibly impressed by the obvious depth of the relationship that he had with very 
many members of Parliament and in the role that he played as a mentor and as a senior statesperson within the 
Parliament. I also want to compliment him on the way he moved into a post-political career and found a very 
valuable role in which he used the great experience he had developed while part of the political process to make 
a further contribution. Many members could learn from Phil about how to move out of politics and still play an 
important role in the community in a very constructive way. I want to say to his family that at Phil’s requiem 
mass I was very moved by the great emotion and the great love that obviously came from all members of his 
family, a dimension that I was not previously aware of. I also pass on my deepest condolences to the family, but 
what a great thing to have lived through. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Minister for Education and Training) [3.44 pm]: I pass on my regards 
to Phil’s family and I make a few brief remarks. When I first arrived in this place at the end of 1996, early 1997, 
I sat approximately where the member for Cottesloe sits now. The member for South Perth, Phil Pendal, sat 
approximately where the member for Avon sits now. When I was a younger member, he always seemed to strike 
me as a glowering, loud person with a booming voice and many views about many things. He always had a 
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parliamentary persona that was forceful; his manner initially struck me, as an early member of Parliament, as 
being angry. In those days I was in opposition. There were two Liberal Party members and two Independent 
Liberal members sitting on the opposition side because there were so few parliamentary Labor Party members at 
that time. Phil used to hurl his language across at the government and at the person who sat where the member 
for Armadale now sits—I think it was the then member for Alfred Cove. In the strength of delivery of his debate, 
he would not make any distinction between Labor Party or Liberal Party members; he had his views and he 
would take them up with whomever he was debating. Four years later I was sitting on this side of the house, and 
he again was sitting in that position. He had the same approach, which was very forceful and was particularly 
aimed at the then Premier, the member for Victoria Park, Dr Gallop. I think they had a special relationship 
because they had adjoining electorates and had both been in Parliament for a long time. Both of them were quite 
intellectual men; Phillip came from a background that was conservatively Catholic but underpinned with a social 
justice streak, whereas Geoff’s background was more attuned to social justice, and they would argue. 

My impression of him as being angry was wrong. He was a friendly and decent human being, and in 
conversation with him I found him to be a very nice and at times very gentle man with a wide range of interests. 
His approach to politics was conservative and Catholic, and he was always dedicated to the idea of service. 
When one would drive down Canning Highway, one would see his office on the northern side. There was a full-
length photo of him wandering along, wearing a suit, with the words, “Phil Pendal—At Your Service”. I always 
thought, “I wonder where I can get one of those? I wouldn’t mind one of them in my electorate office!” It was a 
very old-style approach; he promoted the—I suppose very 1950s, conservative—notion that he was there to 
serve the community, and that is what summed him up in that sense. 
I am sure it was a source of huge disappointment to him that he did not become a cabinet minister in 1993. I was 
always a bit confused by that. He always seemed to be a forceful debater. The story always went around that he 
had won over the environmental movement in 1993, which was something that had never before been done by 
the Liberal Party. It was also said that he had written the Liberal Party environmental policy, which was passed 
on to me by some of my colleagues—Bill Thomas and so forth. It was an extraordinary environmental policy, 
written before the election, but he did not become a minister. I always thought it was a failure on the part of 
Richard Court not to make Phillip a minister. It was the wrong decision; it may have added something to that 
cabinet that may have resulted in subsequent history, and Richard Court’s future, turning out differently. I 
always found it to be a strange decision, in view of the fact that Phillip had been Sir Charles Court’s press 
secretary. I never understood and still do not understand why that happened. I am sure it was a source of great 
disappointment for Phillip, but he never said anything about it. One never heard him raise the matter or behave in 
a disappointed fashion. He always carried himself with a certain sense of dignity.  
He had many interests. People talk about his historical interests, and built heritage was one of his interests. 
About 10 years ago, when I was shadow Minister for Heritage, I had lunch with Phillip, Bill Thomas and Adrian 
Fini to discuss the old Treasury building on St Georges Terrace. That was an interesting combination—Bill 
Thomas, Adrian and Phil Pendal. Funnily enough, they had many things in common, including an interest in the 
history and heritage of Perth. It was quite an interesting event. Phillip told me how huge mistakes had been made 
with the destruction of many of the historic buildings in Perth. He told me in particular, as I had not grown up in 
Perth, about St Georges Terrace. He claimed that St Georges Terrace was one of the great boulevards of the 
world, because it had so many beautiful historic buildings, and he said it was a tragedy that so many of those 
buildings had been knocked down. As I recall, he actually compared St Georges Terrace with the Champs 
Élysées in Paris. I thought that might have been a slight exaggeration, but he certainly had a love of those sorts 
of historic buildings. He had a particular love for the old Treasury building. He advised me that the Premier’s 
office had once been located in the basement of that building, and the Premier used to make himself available if 
someone knocked on his door at any time.  
Phillip had a deep love of the city of Perth and Western Australia. I pass on my sincere condolences to his 
family. 
DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.50 pm]: I will be brief. As has been 
mentioned earlier by other members, Phil Pendal came into the Legislative Assembly in 1993. I also came into 
the Legislative Assembly in 1993. When I came into Parliament, Phil was already an old hand. In the lead-up to 
the 1993 election, Phil gave us an enormous amount of advice as new members. We were the vegie patch at the 
time, or what is known as the mushrooms—keep them in the dark and feed them you-know-what! We had a 
great association with Phil in those days. There is a story behind why Phil did not become a minister. I will not 
tell that story, but it is a simple story, and the internal politics on both sides of this place would help members 
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understand the reason behind it. That was a great disappointment to me as a new backbench member. Phil’s 
environmental policy was outstanding, and everyone knew it was outstanding. Everyone expected him to 
become the Minister for the Environment and to put in place the policy that he had spent so much time and effort 
developing. One of the great disappointments in Phil’s life was that he did not have the opportunity not just to 
become a minister—everyone aspires to become a minister—but to put in place those great environmental 
policies that he had developed.  
It is interesting that when Phil became an Independent, he took over my office. I had a little office at the other 
end of the building, right down at the bottom level. Of course we all had to share offices at the time. Phil had 
been sharing an office with Mr Smith, the then member for Wanneroo.  
Several members interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Members can chuckle at that, for good reason! After the events at the time, I was quite 
pleased to move to another room, so a deal was done in which I moved out and Phil took over the office. It was 
an austere, boring little room, with no windows, and only a bit of furniture. When I went back to visit a week 
after Phil had moved in, there had been a total transformation of the room. There was deep plush carpet on the 
floor, there were mats, and there were antiques. What he had done to that room in such a short space of time was 
magnificent. It was not as though he had a lot of money to lavish on all this stuff; it was just that Phil liked 
things to be right. He liked the finer quality things in life, like a glass of good red, as I do. He appreciated a good 
wine. He liked things to be done in the right way. His whole life in Parliament was like that. That was the whole 
tenor of his life. All members on this side of the house have enormous respect for Phil, as do all members on the 
other side of the house.  
It was great to see at the funeral service in Fremantle the Premier and the Minister for Health, and so many other 
members, from both sides of the house, both past and present, federal and state. Unfortunately, I could not go to 
the church service. I am sure many more members attended that service.  

We will miss Phil. It was very sad that Phil passed so early. It is one of my intentions to ensure that we have 
better screening available to prevent occurrences like this at such an early age—to ensure that people such as 
Trevor Sprigg and Phil Pendal do not die of heart complaints at such a young age. A lot more can be done to 
prevent that happening in the future. I intend to ensure that the opportunity is there for members of Parliament to 
do what they can to prevent things like this from happening in the future. I think, because of what happened to 
Trevor and Phil, it is imperative to ensure that we resolve to stop such tragedies occurring in the future.  

To Maxine and to your family, you have our greatest sympathy. Phil will live long in our minds and hearts. 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.54 pm]: The theme of today’s condolence 
motion is very clear—Phil was a great man and a great parliamentarian. There has been a lot of talk today from 
colleagues about the differences between a politician and a parliamentarian. I think that for a politician, the 
primary care or motivation is power; for a parliamentarian, the primary care or motivation is about people. I 
certainly think that Phil Pendal falls in that latter category. By that standard and by any other that could be 
applied, Phil was a tremendous parliamentarian.  

Other colleagues have talked about the advice that Phil so willingly and freely offered to anyone around the 
chamber on any matter, and that it would be kept in confidence. I was certainly offered advice, sometimes upon 
request and sometimes not, by Phil from time to time over the years. I found him to be extremely encouraging 
and supportive, which was particularly valuable for me as a very young member elected to this place.  

One thing that has stuck with me for the past eight years is that right after my inaugural speech, I went outside 
with my mum and dad and Phil made sure that he came up to introduce himself to my parents, to talk to them 
and to talk to me. For the remaining time that we spent here together, Phil always inquired about my mum and 
dad—to ask how they were. When I was sick, he was always keen to know how I was, and, when I got better, he 
always wanted to know, like the ad says, whether I was looking after myself! I might have had to fabricate the 
answer to that latter question over time, but certainly if there was any time that I needed any support or 
encouragement in any way, I could look to “Uncle Phil” and sometimes even his partner in crime, “Aunty Liz”, 
and know that they would be more than willing to share their years of experience in this house and their care and 
concern for us as people, not as Labor, Liberal or Independent politicians. That certainly means a lot to me.  

I am very sad that Phil has gone and has gone so early, and I would like to pass on my respects and condolences 
to the Pendal family.  
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MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine) [3.57 pm]: I want to speak only briefly because most of it has been said. I first 
met Phil Pendal when I was a detective sergeant in charge of South Perth detectives. It always surprised me, 
firstly, that we had detectives at South Perth, until I met with Phil! According to Phil, when he was asking for 
resources, South Perth was akin to the Bronx and never ever had enough police! There was always a huge fight. I 
recall that he wanted the police station declared a heritage building and was determined to get a police station 
built in Kensington. I am very pleased to see that he eventually got his wish, in partnership with Geoff Gallop. 
There was a bit of underpinning there.  

I next met Phil when my daughter was attending Mercedes College. I think Sasha will recall that. Phil dropped 
me in to Sister Assisium to be the bouncer at the annual balls there. I do not know whether I would have been 
more terrified of Sister Assisium or Phil if one of the Trinity boys had managed to get to one of the Mercedes 
girls! I am happy to say it never ever happened, or not that I know about! My daughter assures me it never ever 
did. 

Phil and I saw each other many times after that in my role as a police officer, but my first experience with Phil in 
this place was on my very first day. Members may recall that in 2001, when I was sworn in as a parliamentarian, 
I also took my place as a minister, and never have I been prouder. The only thing I was terrified about was that 
nobody was to ask me a question on the first day; otherwise, that became my maiden speech! Phil chiacked me 
all the way up to question time because he was determined that that would be my maiden speech. Afterwards we 
talked about it. We also talked about the way that he debated. Members may recall that when I was Minister for 
Health, a baby died in an ambulance and Phil stood and harangued me across the chamber and accused me of 
having blood on my hands. I was mortified that this would happen. I walked out of the chamber at afternoon 
teatime and while I was having a cup of tea, Phil came up to me and said, “G’day, Bob.” I said, “Phil, you’ve 
just demolished me”, and he said, “It’s only theatre. Never forget that the chamber is only theatre. The real 
politics takes place out here where we can talk to each other.” I never forgot that. Phil was a parliamentarian; he 
was not a politician. He gave me, as an individual, enormous advice along the way. If I ever had a problem or a 
parliamentary issue, I would go to either Phil Pendal or Max Trenorden, not to members on my own side. Those 
two people had more knowledge of Parliament than anybody I know. I am not talking about the day-to-day stuff; 
I am talking about the history and structure of Parliament. We and the Parliament and the Westminster system 
have lost a great champion with the death of Phil Pendal. Individually, we have all lost a friend, but his family 
has lost so much more. To Maxine and her family, I am happy to have said what I have said. It has all been said 
already. Rest in peace, Phil. 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [4.01 pm]: I would like to speak very briefly on this condolence motion and to 
pay my respects to Phil. I would like to record my thanks to Phil Pendal, the former member for South Perth, and 
the member for Churchlands. On my first day in this place when the chamber was reconfigured, those two 
people came up to me and smiled at me and said, “Congratulations.” I remember that clearly and distinctly. I 
would like to place on record my thanks to Phil. I sought Phil’s advice on a couple of matters over the years, and 
I would like to place on record my thanks for that advice. He was a passionate man. He was considered in his 
thinking. He was across issues in this chamber. He was a man of conviction. He was honourable and decent. He 
would never in my view have been capable of doing anything shady. The reason that he never had a ministry has 
been tiptoed around, but perhaps two words could settle that. He was shabbily treated. He was a sharp and witty 
interjector. In my view, he brought a balance to the debate, as did a couple of other people, during the 
opposition’s and the government’s forays with each other. I respected the work he did and his contributions to 
debates, and I always listened to him. I wanted to put that on the record and to pay my condolences to his family. 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling): Before I ask members to support this condolence motion, I, too, wish to 
make a short contribution to the debate. It is quite plain from what everyone has said today that Phillip had a 
passion for both Parliament and the history of Parliament and Western Australia. He was actively involved in the 
Parliament: Mirror of the People? and the House to House publications. He had a collaboration with both David 
Black and Harry Phillips that goes back many years. I note that both those gentlemen are in the public gallery 
today. In fact, Phillip was a foundation member of the Parliamentary History Advisory Committee dating back to 
1984. 

I met Phillip on a number of occasions before taking on this particular role. I think Phillip probably did not enjoy 
a great deal the first couple of those occasions. The first time I came across Phillip was during the by-election for 
the seat formerly held by Pam Buchanan. The by-election was caused by the rise of Carmen Lawrence and the 
demise of Pam Buchanan from the ministry, who then became an Independent. She then suffered ill health and 
eventually passed away. Phillip, of course, was the right-hand man of Barry MacKinnon, who was the then 
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Leader of the Opposition, and was the organiser of numbers for the then Leader of the Opposition. Barry was the 
Leader of the Opposition when I successfully held the seat for Labor at that by-election. A number of times after 
that Phillip told me that when the results came in that night, it was the end of Barry MacKinnon’s leadership, 
and, as a consequence, the end of Phillip’s ministerial aspirations. We may never know what really happened. 
However, because of his love of history, some six weeks ago Phillip completed an oral history of Parliament, 
which will be released before the end of this year. We will probably find out what he thought was the reason that 
he did not get the environmental ministry when the conservatives came to power.  

The next time I bumped into Phillip was on that famous day of the first meeting of the then Public Accounts and 
Expenditure Review Committee. I had heard that Phillip was about to become the chairman of that committee. 
Clive Brown and I, not used to being in opposition, decided that Max Trenorden, and not Phil Pendal, would be 
the chairman of that committee. I noted the look of horror on Phil’s face when I nominated Max Trenorden for 
the role. I think Phillip’s membership of that committee was the shortest of any member of that committee in the 
history of this Parliament, because he left immediately and resigned from the committee. Shortly thereafter I 
noted another look of horror on Phil’s face when he and I were on the then Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Intergovernmental Agreements. Phil put his name up for chairman of that committee. I did not 
have the numbers; therefore, Phillip became the chairman of that committee, which travelled extensively. It was 
in the bad old days when committees travelled round the world. That practice has since stopped.  

Phillip was a very good colleague and, even after all the ills that I bestowed upon him as a result of my actions, 
in the end I think he was a great friend of mine. I hope he was.  

I was instrumental in making sure that, because of his contribution to history, Phillip was declared a 
Parliamentary Fellow, one of only four Parliamentary Fellows of this Parliament. The good thing about 
Parliamentary Fellows is that once they are appointed they are paid very little, but we expect a great deal from 
them. Phillip gladly took on the role of a Parliamentary Fellow of this Parliament.  

Phillip played a key role in the prolonged abortion debate in this Parliament, which became a battle. I happened 
to hold diametrically opposed views to Phillip and by the end of the debate I admired his skills in being able to 
put his point of view when, clearly, he did not have the numbers in this Parliament. It was a debate that left this 
Parliament scarred for a long time. I am pleased to say that our friendship endured through that.  

It is sad for me to stand here and speak about a person who should not have passed away at 61 years of age. It is 
just too young for a person who still had so much to offer to Western Australian society. Western Australian 
society is somewhat less rich now that Phillip has left us. To Maxine and family I offer my condolences. I truly 
liked him and I think Phillip shared in his love of all members of Parliament. 

I ask members to rise and support this motion by observing a minute’s silence. 

Question passed, members standing.  
 


